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Persons Receiving Unemployment Benefit, January, 1947. 


This Bulletin has been prepared from detailed tabulations, 
made available by the Commonwealth Statistician, of unemployed persons in Queensland 
who were in receipt of the Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of January, 
1947, The tabulations show districts of residence, together with causes of 
unemployment and industries within each district. The information which follows 
deals only with persons in receipt of unemployment benefit, no account being taken 
of those awaiting benefits or those who do not apply. The figures given, therefore, 
cover only a part of the total unemployment, although the proportions due to the 
various causes and in the various industries are broadly applicable to the total. 
Persons receiving sickness or special benefits are also excluded. 


Comparison with Previous Months. 


The January figures of persons in receipt of unemployment 
benefit were 7,262 males and 228 females; the total of 7,490 being an increase of 
1,551 over December, and 4,590 over October. 


End_of Month. Males. Females. Total. 
1946 = 

Octooer oe oe 4,814 86 4,900 

_ November O° es 5,970 94 5,664 

December .o« 02 Deore 168 6,159 
1947 - 

January 69 o8 1,262 228 7,490 


Figures earlier than October do not give a normal comparison as they were inflated 
by strikes of earlier months; whilst the figures for December and January are 
considerably affected by seasonal unemployment. 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of January 
was 228, compared with 168 in December, 1946. The Rockhampton District figure rose 
from 82 in December to 118 in January, 1947, 94 of the latter number being 
previously employed in meatworks, Brisbane District had 25 females on unemployment 
benefit in January, Bundaberg 14, Maryborough 16, Toowoomba 18, and the balance of 
o7 was. distributed throughout the rest of the State. 


The increase in benefits due to Seasonal unemployment became 
even more pronounced during January, as will be seen from the following figures 
which show the chief causes of unemployment in October, December, and January; the 
increase during January due to each cause is also given, 


Increase 
Cause of’ Unemployment. October. December. January. in January. 
Wedreal unfitness for type. of 
work, work too heavy <a 109 LAG 105 saat 
Inefficiency, incompetence o. 112 156 151 - 5 
Establishment closed, reduction 
Of Start ss o° 0° 491. 714. 801 87 
Replaced by re-instated 
servicemen 20 se 1G 1354 128 - 6 
Shortage of materials ee 150 240 260 20 
Seasonal work and weather 
conditions ce eo 276 2 Prelero) 3 3 4.56 tL 9 093 
Casual work ee °° 4.95 781 909 128 
Discharged or laid off for 
other reasons oe ce 438 478 4384 6 
Quitted because work too heavy, 
medically unfit, etc. eo 251 405 415 8 
Quitted for other reasons ee Tah 9 278 302 94. 
4.94. 501 7 


Not previously employed 2° 525 
2,900 6,209 7,490 Boia 
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It will be noted that the increase in January in the number 
drawing unemployment benefit was mainly due to seasonal work, casual work and 
establishment closed or reduction of staff, the last two causes also being connected 
with the seasonal nature of some Queensland industries. 


Comparison of the totals receiving benefit in each district for 
sach month since October stresses the seasonal nature of the rise in benefit 
paymentse In addition to these figures in the Pollowing statement, the increases in 
January over December are also shown; only those districts which recorded an increase 
of over 100 since October are given. 


Increase 

District. October. November. December. January. in January. 
Rockhampton 20 545 545 855 1,462 609 
Ingham oe oe i 8 49 209 160 
Ayr e° 06 10 19 88 251 143 
Mackay eo f° 229 256 629 756 127 
Cairns ee e° ee Le 415 556 121 
Townsville 06 127 eet 305 422 87 
Bundaberg ia Ot. 288 550 596 46 
Innisfail ee 15 57 195 250 55 
Brisbane o- eo 1,401 1,650 1, 963 geod 26 


All these areas except Brisbane are sugar or meatworks 
districts; and they accounted for 3,531, or 77 per cent. of the total State 
inerease of 4,590 since October, 1946, In October, 1946, these districts 
accounted for 51 per cent. of the State total; by January, 1947, when seasonal 
unemployment was high, their proportion had risen to 59 per cent. Rockhampton 
figures are high, but this is in a large measure due to the easing of operations at 
meatworks in both Rockhampton and Gladstone. 


Causes by Districts. 


3 The attached table (No. I) shows the main causes of unemploy- 
ment in each district. The totals along the bottom of the sheet show the numbers 
unemployed from each cause while the totals on the right show the numbers unemployed 
in each district, and the number unemployed per 10,000 population in main groups of 
districts. The Moreton Division numbers are the highest, but represent a much 
smaller proportion of total population than is the case for any other Division, 
except the Downs and South West. Comparison of the rates per 10,000 population 
shows the high figure for the north coast sugar areas, the central meat areas and 
tne south coast sugar arease 


Industries by Districts. 


Table No. II shows the industries in which those drawing 
benefit. are normally engaged. The totals at the foot of the sheet give the numbers 
in each industry group for the State. Food and drink factories have the highest 
total (35 per cent. of the total drawing unemployment benefit) and the bulk of this 
is in meatworks and sugar mills. This is followed by agriculture, pastoral, and 
dairying (20 per cent. of the total) largely sugar workers, building and construction, 
ae servicemen and ex-employees of Australian and Allied fores (mostly in 
Brisbane) « 


During January in the north coast sugar areas, there was a rise 
of 401 from food factories (largely sugar mills) and 224 from farmse In 
Rockhampton, food factories (largely meatworks) unemployment increased by 500, 
while in the south coast sugar areas field labour unemployment increased by 23. The 
numbers were well distributed through the other industry groups in Brisbane, 
Toowoomba, Rockhampton and Townsville districts. 


S. E. SOLOMON, 
ACTING GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN, 


BRISBANE, 
6th May, 1947. 
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